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Paul - The Apostle to the Gentiles  

When asked, what is a Gentile, it is commonly answered anyone who is not Jewish.  Most 
modern day Christians are taught that they are Gentiles.  So who or what is a Gentile?  Is Paul a 
Gentile?  First of all, Gentile is a lineage of people. All of the Europeans (the people commonly 
referred to as white or Caucasian) are Gentiles. We will identify these people through the 
scriptures.  Genesis 10:1-5 - "Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth: and unto them were sons born after the flood.  The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and 
Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal , and Meshech, and Tiras.  And the sons of Gomer; 
Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. And the sons of Javan; Elishah,and Tarshish, Kittim, 
and Dodanim. By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his 
tongue, after their families, in their nations". The sons of Japheth are the people known as 
Gentiles.     Now lets break down these families: Gomer (Celtics), Magog (Russia), Madai 
(Medes), Javan (Greece, Syria), Tubal (south of the Black Sea, Spain), Meshech (Russia), 
Tiras (Thracians).   
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The map above shows some of the locations of the lands where the Gentiles dwelled.  The map 
below shows the lands where Paul traveled.  Let us now follow the travels of Paul, the Apostle to 
the Gentiles. Take note of the locations of the lands where Paul traveled.  
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Rome (Romans)  
The most celebrated city in the world at the time of Christ. It is said to have been founded B.C. 
753. When the New Testament was written, Rome was enriched and adorned with the spoils of 
the world, and contained a population estimated at 1,200,000, of which the half were slaves, and 
including representatives of nearly every nation then known. It was distinguished for its wealth 
and luxury and profligacy. The empire of which it was the capital had then reached its greatest 
prosperity.   

Paul was brought to this city a prisoner, where he remained for two years (Acts 28:30, 31) "in his 
own hired house." While here, Paul wrote his epistles to the Philippians, to the Ephesians, to the 
Colossians, to Philemon, and probably also to the Hebrews. He had during these years for 
companions Luke and Aristarchus (Acts 27:2), Timothy (Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1), Tychicus (Eph. 6: 
21), Epaphroditus (Phil. 4:18), and John Mark (Col. 4:10).   
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Thessalonica (Thessalonians)  
A large and populous city on the Thermaic bay. It was the capital of one of the four Roman 
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districts of Macedonia, and was ruled by a praetor. It was named after Thessalonica, the wife of 
Cassander, who built the city. She was so called by her father, Philip, because he first heard of 
her birth on the day of his gaining a victory over the Thessalians. On his second missionary 
journey, Paul preached in the synagogue here, the chief synagogue of the Jews in that part of 
Macedonia, and laid the foundations of a church (Acts 17:1-4; 1 Thes. 1:9). The violence of the 
Jews drove him from the city, when he fled to Berea (Acts 17:5-10).   
   

Philippi (Philippians)  
Formerly Crenides, "the fountain," the capital of the province of Macedonia. It stood near the 
head of the Sea, about 8 miles northwest of Kavalla. It is now a ruined village, called Philibedjik. 
Philip of Macedonia fortified the old Thracian town of Crenides, and called it after his own name 
Philippi (B.C. 359-336). In the time of the Emperor Augustus this city became a Roman colony, 
i.e., a military settlement of Roman soldiers, there planted for the purpose of controlling the 
district recently conquered. It was a "miniature Rome," under the municipal law of Rome, and 
governed by military officers, called duumviri, who were appointed directly from Rome. Having 
been providentially guided thither, here Paul and his companion Silas preached the gospel and 
formed the first church in Europe.   
   

Corinth (Corinthians)  
A Grecian city, on the isthmus which joins the Peloponnesus to the mainland of Greece. It is 
about 48 miles west of Athens. The ancient city was destroyed by the Romans (B.C. 146), and 
that mentioned in the New Testament was quite a new city, having been rebuilt about a century 
afterwards and peopled by a colony of freedmen from Rome. It became under the Romans the 
seat of government for Southern Greece or Achaia (Acts 18:12-16). It was noted for its wealth, 
and for the luxurious and immoral and vicious habits of the people. It had a large mixed 
population of Romans, Greeks, and Jews. When Paul first visited the city (A.D.51 or 52), Gallio, 
the brother of Seneca, was proconsul. Here Paul resided for eighteen months (18:1-18). Here he 
first became aquainted with Aquila and Priscilla, and soon after his departure Apollos came to it 
from Ephesus. After an interval he visited it a second time, and remained for three months 
(20:3).   
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Ephesus (Ephesians)  
The capital of proconsular Asia, which was the western part of Asia Minor. It was colonized 
principally from Athens. In the time of the Romans it bore the title of "the first and greatest 
metropolis of Asia." It was distinguished for the Temple of Diana (q.v.), who there had her chief 
shrine; and for its theatre, which was the largest in the world, capable of containing 50,000 
spectators. It was, like all ancient theatres, open to the sky. Here were exhibited the fights of wild 
beasts and of men with beasts. (Comp. 1 Cor. 4:9; 9:24, 25; 15:32.)   
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Many Jews took up their residence in this city, and here the seeds of the gospel were sown 
immediately after Pentecost (Acts 2:9; 6:9). At the close of his second missionary journey (about 
A.D. 51), when Paul was returning from Greece to Syria (18:18-21), he first visited this city. He 
remained, however, for only a short time, as he was hastening to keep the feast, probably of 
Pentecost, at Jerusalem; but he left Aquila and Priscilla behind him to carry on the work of 
spreading the gospel.   

During his third missionary journey Paul reached Ephesus from the "upper coasts" (Acts 19:1), 
i.e., from the inland parts of Asia Minor, and tarried here for about three years; and so successful 
and abundant were his labors that "all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks" (19:10).   
   

Antioch  
 In Syria, on the river Orontes, about 16 miles from the Mediterranean, and some 300 miles north 
of Jerusalem. It was the metropolis of Syria, and afterwards became the capital of the Roman 
province in Asia. It ranked third, after Rome and Alexandria, in point of importance, of the cities 
of the Roman empire. It was called the "first city of the East." Christianity was early introduced 
into it (Acts 11:19, 21, 24), and the name "Christian" was first applied here to its professors 
(Acts 11:26). It is intimately connected with the early history of the gospel (Acts 6:5; 11:19, 27, 
28, 30; 12:25; 15:22-35; Gal. 2:11, 12).  In the extreme north of Pisidia; was visited by Paul and 
Barnabas on the first missionary journey (Acts 13:14). Here they found a synagogue and many 
proselytes. They met with great success in preaching the gospel, but the Jews stirred up a violent 
opposition against them, and they were obliged to leave the place. On his return, Paul again 
visited Antioch for the purpose of confirming the disciples (Acts 14:21).   
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Caesarea  
(Palestinae), a city on the shore of the Mediterranean, on the great road from Tyre to Egypt, 
about 70 miles northwest of Jerusalem, at the northern extremity of the plain of Sharon. It was 
built by Herod the Great (B.C. 10), who named it after Caesar Augustus, hence called Caesarea 
Sebaste (Gr. Sebastos = "Augustus"), on the site of an old town called "Strato's Tower." It was 
the capital of the Roman province of Judaea, the seat of the governors or procurators, and the 
headquarters of the Roman troops. It was the great Gentile city of Palestine, with a spacious 
artificial harbor. It was adorned with many buildings of great splendor, after the manner of the 
Roman cities of the West. Here Cornelius the centurion was converted through the 
instrumentality of Peter (Acts 10:1, 24), and thus for the first time the door of faith was opened 
to the Gentiles. Philip the evangelist resided here with his four daughters (21:8). From this place 
Saul sailed for his native Tarsus when forced to flee from Jerusalem (9:30), and here he landed 
when returning from his second missionary journey (18:22). He remained as a prisoner here for 
two years before his voyage to Rome (Acts 24:27; 25:1, 4, 6, 13). Here on a "set day," when 
games were celebrated in the theatre in honor of the emperor Claudius, Herod Agrippa I. 
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appeared among the people in great pomp, and in the midst of the idolatrous homage paid to him 
was suddenly smitten by an angel, and carried out a dying man. He was "eaten of worms" 
(12:19-23), thus perishing by the same loathsome disease as his grandfather, Herod the Great. It 
still retains its ancient name Kaiseriyeh, but is now desolate. "The present inhabitants of the ruins 
are snakes, scorpions, lizards, wild boars, and jackals." It is described as the most desolate city of 
all Palestine.   

So as we see, Caucasians are Gentiles.  Lastly, let us conclude with the identity of Paul.  Some 
feel that he is a Gentile.  But let us read what Paul wrote in Romans 11:1, "I say then, Hath God 
cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe 
of Benjamin."   
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